
Guidelines for Ethics-Intensive Course Designation 

General Guidelines 
Ethics-intensive (El) courses are approved courses in any program that make ethics and ethics

related inquires central to the overall learning experience for students. identification, application, 

and evaluation of ethical perspectives and issues must be integral to the course. The development of 

ethical reasoning skills through analysis of ethical problems should also be a guiding theme of the 

course. Ethical reasoning is both a practical and theoretical activity. Courses will reflect the practical 

concern of ethical reasoning by engaging with issues in subject or discipline-based settings. Courses 

will reflect the theoretical concern of ethical reasoning by subjecting the process of ethical reasoning 

to critical examination. This critical examination should involve the use of some combination of 

ethical theory, ethical principles, codes of ethics, and models of ethical decision making. Appropriate 

provisions for instructor discretion concerning the choice of subject matter and how to integrate 

ethical reasoning into a course will be built into the review process. 

Proposals should include a course syllabus that incorporates the required Student Learning 

Outcomes (see below) and a brief narrative explaining why the course should receive an El 

designation. 

Student Learning Outcomes' 
1. Identify ethical issues in subject or discipline-based settings (K, EC, T, PG/SR)

2. Apply ethical perspectives to subject or discipline-based issues' (K, EC, T, PG/SR)

3. Practice ethical reasoning skills through analysis of ethical problems. (K, EC, T, PG/SR)

Process 
The Mars Hill University Ethics Across the Curriculum Advisory Committee will review and approve 

proposals for Ethics-intensive courses. General questions about new course proposals should be 

directed to the Curriculum Committee. Specific questions about the guidelines for Ethics-intensive 

course proposals should be sent to the Director of Ethics Across the Curriculum. 

'Outcomes derived from AACU's Ethical Reasoning VALUE Rubric and adapted for Mars Hill University. These 
outcomes are also based on the Student Learning Outcomes for FYS112, the second semester of Mars Hill's 
First-Year seminar sequence. 
2 The emphasis should be on practical application. The choice of "perspectives" over "theories or models" 
indicates how the course departs from more traditional introduction to ethics or moral reasoning courses. 
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